
 

 
What our Planning Development Management team do 

 

Our planners help shape the way our local area develops. They work with the 

public, local businesses and communities, so development (for example 

commercial, business premises or houses) in the area is achievable whilst 

preserving our countryside and therefore our wildlife and the history of West 

Suffolk. 

 

We currently have some exciting developments happening in our area:  

 

• The Mildenhall Hub, which will bring together a range of public services (for 

example offices, leisure, health and emergency services) on one site to 

improve the opportunities for the community.  This development involved 

planners from an early stage in order to consider the development with 

planning policies and to gain permission.  The Mildenhall Hub has just 

started to be built. 

• West Suffolk Operational Hub – this joint waste facility shared by West 

Suffolk Council and Suffolk County Council is nearing completion on the 

outskirts of Bury St Edmunds. 

• Marham Park housing development on the edge of Bury St Edmunds and 

NE and NW Haverhill housing developments are also just starting. 

 

What does a typical day look like? 

 

Working alongside qualified Planners and our Technical team.  You will be taught 

how to register applications and how to plot applications on the computer systems. 

As you build your confidence, you will learn how to manage a workload, which will 

include site visits, assessing proposals and reports. You will attend team meetings 

to discuss applications and be given the opportunity to give your thoughts and 

develop your knowledge and experience.  Shadowing planners, helping members 

of the public, and providing support to colleagues.  You will also have an 

opportunity to attend committee where elected Members make decisions on the 

most complex and controversial applications in the district. 

 

What skills, interests and qualities do I need? 

• Have an interest in the development and changes in your local area. 

• Geography/Environmental studies. 

• Ability to be organised. 

• Interpreting information/ICT skills. 

• Enjoy a variety of tasks/flexible approach to work. 

• Enjoy problem solving and working with others. 

What am I working towards and what will I achieve? 

A fully funded qualification: Level 3 Planning Technician. 

The chance to influence how your community develops. 

The prospect of beginning a career path in planning. 

An opportunity to learn life skills and learn from qualified experienced planners. 

 


